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REPURLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
DEPARTMENT OF ™12 INTTRICE AND LOC:Y, GOVEENEYT
A. Francisce Ge!Z Condominium 77, ZDSA cor MMapagmehal St
Difiwan, Quezon City

MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR March 13, 2005
NO. 2005-24
TO : ALL PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS, CITY/MUNICIPAL

MAYORS, PUNONG BARANGAYS, DILG REGIONAL
DIRECTORS AND OTHERS CONCERNED

SUBJECT LIGTAS BUNT!S 2035 CAMPAIGN

The Population Growth Rate (PGR) of the Fhilippines has ramained high
at 2.36 percent annually compared ‘o the 1.4 and 0.7 percant grc vih rates in the
middie and high income ccuntries, respectively. On the average, Fiizino couples
gives birth to 3.5 children when they cnly want 2.5 children.

“he 2003 Naticnal Qemograzshic Health Survey (NDHS) reveals that a
sigrificant percentage (17 cercent) of Filipinc women want to cractice Family
Planring (FP) but are una“*'ﬂ 0. Nal orty of the ron FP users do rot have the

opporiunity to discuss FP with Local Heath Workers in *he fald or at the hea'th
facility.

The gep betwean what weomen want and the seemingly iradequate
avaiiability of FP and safe motherhacd information and services ~esult in most
cases o unwanted pregnancies and unsafe deliveries, Alsc, data shcws that one
(1) in six (6) pregnancies ends up in au-\,rtion because they are either unplanned
or unwanted.

in view of this, a natiorwide Ligtas Buntis Campaign is set for February
to March ¢Ouk to address the needs cf men, women, ard coupizs 1o plan their
families whick have not been me! due o deficiencies in social %tfuctures and
health care S"otems as well as proziems on availabilty, accessibility and
affordability of Femily Planning Servicss. The Dapartmen: of Health (DOH) thru
their Regionm? Health Center for ue\,exopment as the lead =zgenczy in the
imptementatio~ of the campzign sha!l be responsible in fraining local heatith
officers on the nracedures ™ the imriamontation of ,he camnaign, make available

advoczcy matarials for loeal healh uni! s, and provide augmertz2iian funds for

selected incal health werkers '~ the deilvery of services during the campaign.



Reloiive to this, all Local Chiaf cxecutives, are hereby encouraged to
concuct ro'sted activities BLt nol limited fo the following:

1) intensify information and education campaign about the Ligtas
Buntis Campaign;

25 direct their resnective health offices to manage the activities of the
campaign like services on Family Planning and Maternal and Child
Care;

33 subject to availability of funds, may allocate resources for
supportive medicines for the FP services.
Al LGUs are advisad to sesk the necessary assistance from DOH thru
its regicnal coffices to effzct efficient and effective implementation of the
campaign.

For the information and guidance of all concermned.
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